Augusi 2, 2012
Dear Chairman Wilson and Compact Comimnissioners,

I'd like o thank all of you for your extensive work and for the time that you're
putting in as Compact Comimissioners.

At the June 29" meeting, all 11 applications for imporiation of radioactive wasie

were approved. The allocations used up neatly 98% of the curie limit allccated for
the first year.

By curies, it appears ihat 83% of the waste approved so far is from utilities and
their nuclear reactors.

SEED Coalition requested information well before the last Compact Commissicn
meeting on how prioritization of applications would occur and on what basis
allocations would be determined, especially since more allocations were
requested than are allowed for the first year. No such policy discussion was held
publicly before allocations were determined or since then. SEED Coalition asks
“that you still set a policy and clarify how fuiure allocations decisions will be made.

On June 29" approvals gave 10 out of 11 applicants the exact volume and curie
amounis recommended by Waste Control Specialists in their June 10, 2012
comments (page 4), and the last allocation was not far off. :

We hope the Compact Commission will take the reins and discuss application
prioritization policy publicly, allowing for comment. Unfortunately, the appearance
now is that the Commission has developed a de facto policy of “Whatever WCS
Wants,” and this calls into question the abitity of the Commission to make
independent decisions, a situation that we hope you will remedy.

Protection of public health, safety and welfare is an important part of your charge
as the Compact Commission.

SEED Gealition has raised some very significant health and safety issues in our

written and oral comments over the past few months, and over several years for
that maiter. '

Commissioners have assured us that they have read cur comments, which we



ajopreciate, but again request written responses and thorough Compact

Commission discussion of the crucial issues our organization and others have
raised.

Prime among our concerns is the presence of water at the WCS site and the risk
of contaminating aquifers. Monitoring wells in the area of the Compact disposal
site still show water and it was recently reported that 18 months of pumping may
be needed. We urge you to get the actual data and reports regarding these wells
and water levels, ask questions of WCS and TCEQ and not setile for cursory
feel-good statements to the effect that “we’re watching this.”

We had hoped that the transportation issue would be on the Compact
Commission agenda today. Since iis not, we ask that you arrange an in-depth
special session or workshop in the very near future, perhaps jointly with the
Depariment of State Healih Services and the U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and Hazmat Enforcement
representatives.

We ali hope accidents will never occur, the fact is that sometimes they do. The
number of trucks bound for Texas is about to increase significantly and routing is
a crucial public safety consideration. Texans should not be put at risk.

LLow-Level radioactive waste routes appear to be required by federal law since
Texas is the host state, but the designations have not occurred. Quick Compact
Commission action is needed since shipments of waste, including highly
radioactive materials from nuclear reactors, are likely to be moving to Texas soon
and down our highways. It matters where they go. Highly populated areas and
dangerous stretches of highway should be avoided.

We asked at the June 29" meeting that the Compact Commission make
approvals for imporis conditional, in that no shipments be permitted until
radioactive waste routes are established and legal requirements to do so in
Texas are met. This has not occurred, nor has there been any Compact
Commission recommendation that the Department of State Health Services or
other agency take action.

Waiting to address transportation routes or to ensure that they are designated
may result in shipments of radioactive waste traveling on our highways before
routes have been determined and would constitute a failure to fulfiling the
Compact Commission charge to protect public health, safety and welfare.

A spreadsheet of hazardous materials routes from the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration is online at their website, hitnu//www fmesa.dot.govisaiety
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Texas does have routes for all non-radioactive hazardous materials — labeled
aS HA”‘

However, Texas has no designated routes for radioactive waste - which
would be labeled “P” in Columns L to P. There are 12 states that do have
designated radioactive waste routes: Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado,
Delaware, lowa, Kentucky, New Mexico, Ohio, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia.

Texas also has no restricted rouies for radioactive waste - which would be
labeled Class 7 in Columns A — K. The states of Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan,
and Virginia have designated restricted routes. These designations and
restrictions have been highlighted on the chart, which was updated in 2008.

Vermont, a Compact State that will be shipping waste to Texas, is shown
as currently having no designated hazardous materials routes at all.
Likewise, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Wisconsin appear o have no hazardous materials routes.

States can designate radioactive waste routes as long as they comply with
federal standards. Citations for legal requirements for designating routes have
been provided in SEED Coalition’s previous comments that were submitted on
.behalf of our organization, and other organizations and individuals.

Again, SEED Coalition asks that you ensure that radioactive transportation routes
be put in place before shipments of radioactive waste come into Texas from
nuclear reactors from around the country.

Please designate adequate time as soon as possible to thoroughly discuss and
hear from technical resource people and the public regarding transportation
routing, emergency preparedness concerns, water levels in wells at the site,
water contamination risks and allowing adequate capacity at the site for waste
from Texas and Vermont, the Compact States. Your role is crucial in protecting
the public. Please insist on obtaining real data and full information that comes
from a variety of sources, including the public, and utilize this information in
making Compact Commission decisions.

Sincerely,
Hen Ploddsi

Karen Hadden
SEED Coalition
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