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High-Level Waste Importation is Being 
Considered by Texas Legislature 

Interim Charge to Texas House Committee 
on Environmental Regulation  

    January 2014, from Speaker Joe Straus 

¸ Study the rules, laws, and regulations 
pertaining to the disposal of high-level 
radioactive waste in Texas and determine 
the potential economic impact of 
permitting a facility in Texas. Make 
specific recommendations on the state 
and federal actions necessary to permit a 
high-level radioactive waste disposal or 
interim storage facility in Texas 

 



Governor Perry: Radioactive 
Waste Booster 

¸ Governor Rick Perry wrote to Lt. Gov. Dewhurst and Speaker 
Joe Straus supporting bringing in high-level radioactive waste ɀ 
which is mostly spent fuel rods from nuclear reactors, the 
hottest of radioactive waste ɀ for storage or disposal  

¸ 4ÏÌÄ Á 7ÅÓÔ 4ÅØÁÓ 46 ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ȰÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÉÎ 
7ÅÓÔ 4ÅØÁÓȱ 

¸ A TCEQ report was included with his letter:  

4#%1 !ÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 4ÅØÁÓȭÓ (ÉÇÈ ,ÅÖÅÌ 2ÁÄÉÏÁÃÔÉÖÅ 7ÁÓÔÅ 3ÔÏÒÁÇÅ 
Options, March 2014 

http://www.documentcloud.org/documents/1100389-tceq-assessment-of-texas-high-level-radioactive.html  

 



 
 Spent Nuclear Fuel ɀ  

     Deadly and Dangerous 
LETHAL DOSE: Unshielded ɀ a person one meter away can receive a 

lethal radiation dose, would be incapacitated immediately and die 
within a week 

 Radiation field would be over 2o,ooo rem/hour5,000 rem/hour would 
be a lethal dose ɀ according to TCEQ report 

 3ÐÅÎÔ ÎÕÃÌÅÁÒ ÆÕÅÌ Ȱ×ÏÕÌÄ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÆÕÅÌ 
ÐÅÌÌÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÅÒÏÓÏÌÉÚÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÐÅÒÓÅÄȱ 

RISKS 

¸ transportation accidents or leaks, airborne spread radiation, water 
contamination  

¸ Extreme weather risks ɀ tornadoes, flooding, wildfires 

¸ Security risks, earthquakes  

¸ Financial risks from cleanup of accidents or releases 

 

 


